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The Linsenhoff-Rath Family & Gestüt Schafhof  

Four generations — heritage, Olympic excellence and the future of international 

equestrian sport   

  

The Schafhof Group 

The Schafhof Group is one of Germany’s leading family-owned groups in the global equine industry, 
with Gestüt Schafhof at its heart, combining four generations of entrepreneurial excellence with 
internationally recognised expertise across the entire equine value chain. 

 

Origins & Entrepreneurial Roots  

Across four generations, the Linsenhoff-Rath family has combined entrepreneurial vision, Olympic 
achievement and international work in equestrian sport. Its roots trace back to entrepreneur Adolf Schindling, 
whose passion for horses began during his military service in Qingdao, China. He later built VDO into a 
globally recognised industrial group, including renowned watch manufacturers such as IWC Schaffhausen, 
Jaeger-LeCoultre and A. Lange & Söhne, before the company was sold in 1991.  

         

  
Olympic Excellence  

With Liselott Linsenhoff, the family made sporting history: she became the first woman to win individual 
Olympic gold in dressage, 1972 in Munich. Ann Kathrin Linsenhoff has carried on the tradition with Olympic 
gold in Dressage, 1988 in Seoul. Together, the family stands for six Olympic medals and around twenty further 
medals at World and European Championships in four generations of equestrian excellence. 
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Gestüt Schafhof Today  

Today, Gestüt Schafhof is far more than a heritage family estate. It is a living centre for breeding, training, 
sport and the sale of horses - home to around 60 horses, a stallion station and the dedicated development of 
young horses. Gestüt Schafhof develops, markets and exports elite European sport horses while transferring 
the knowledge and expertise of four generations across the entire equine value chain. This includes breeding, 
genetics, veterinary medicine, rider, coach and judge education, equestrian facility planning and development, 
academic cooperation and sustainable industry development. As an internationally recognised trainer, Klaus-
Martin Rath brings the highest professional expertise to its daily work. 

 
 

An International Platform  

Through Schafhof Connects, the Group develops and manages internationally renowned equestrian events, 
such as the Internationales Festhallen Reitturnier Frankfurt, held since the 1950s and the Al Shira’aa 
Deutsches Spring- und Dressur-Derby Hamburg, in Germany, Austria and Asia, including Bangkok and 
Shanghai. Their long-standing success reflects the Group’s unique expertise in preserving the heritage of 
traditional equestrian events while successfully developing them for future generations. 

The Group partners with governments, institutions, universities, private enterprises and strategic investors to 
develop sustainable equine industries through horse sales, knowledge transfer and long-term strategic 
partnerships. 

 

 

  

An Invitation to Partners  
For companies, this story is rare: it unites heritage, world-class performance and a clear vision for the 
future. Gestüt Schafhof stands for credibility, quality and international reach and the ability to turn a strong 
tradition into new momentum for the global sport. Horses - breeding know-how, the development and sale 
of young and fully trained sport horses, and access to quality horses at every level.  

We warmly invite partners to share this journey: through brand association, co-branded events and a 
gateway into the Asian and International equestrian community.  


